[Isolation and uses of human stem cells].
This review summarizes recent results on the totipotency of differentiated mammalian cells, as demonstrated by nuclear transfer into enucleated egg cells, as well as very recent breakthroughs in establishing human embryonic stem cell lines. In the light of basic questions in developmental biology, these and other results on the identification and isolation of pluripotent mammalian brain stem cells are discussed with respect to their therapeutic applications and ethical implications.